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W. van Ooijen 


JAL stands for Just Another Language’, and it is a program- 
ming language similar to Pascal for the PIC 16C84, PIC 16F84, 
Scenix SX18 and Scenix SX28. The author is not a fan of C. He 
found it easier to write his own programming language, which 
meets his needs and preferences, and which in addition bet- 
ter matches the features (or lack thereof) of the microproces- 
sors in question. You can read more about this language in the 
summary and examples in the on-line manual. There is also a 
FAO section. Anyone who does not have experience working 
with a compiler for the PIC family will find good advice under 
‘16x84 assignments’. You can find all of this, as well as com- 
pilers for DOS, Windows and Linux (all gratis), at the Internet 
site www.xs4all.nl/~wf/wouter/pic/jal/. 

A small sample program that causes a LED to blink gives an 
impression of the language: 


[1] — flash a LED on pin A0 
[2] include 16f84_ 10 

[3] include jlib 

[4] pin_a0_direction = output 
[5] forever loop 

[6] pin_a0 = on 

[7] delay ls 

[8] pin_a0 = off 

[9] delay ls 

[10] end loop 


The line numbers are not necessary; they have only been 
added for reference. In addition, there are a number of libraries 
available with routines such as pic I/O, delays, i2c, asych, ran- 
dom, hd44780 (LC display), I/O extensions, math and so on. 
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